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British Council to host its Going Global Asia Pacific Conference in Singapore 
First regional edition of the British Council's flagship global higher education conference provides a 

strategic forum for leaders in international education in the UK and Asia Pacific 

 

SINGAPORE, 22 NOVEMBER 2022 – The British Council today announced its Going Global Asia 

Pacific Conference, which provides a strategic forum for leaders in international education to share 

knowledge and build a global network to shape the future of higher education across the world. The 

conference will take place from 28 November to 1 December 2022 in Singapore and is the first regional 

edition of the British Council’s flagship Going Global conference. It also marks 75 years of the British 

Council’s presence in Singapore and its role in advancing the city-state’s growth story through its work 

in the English language, Education, Arts and Culture. 

 

The conference will explore the theme of International Education in the United Kingdom (UK) and 

Asia Pacific region: How to pursue equity in an inequitable world – an especially pertinent topic at 

a time when disparities in educational opportunities are on the rise due to the global pandemic. The 

conference aims to reimagine the future of education and build stronger, more inclusive, internationally 

connected education systems through exchange of insight, learning and ideas to benefit hundreds of 

millions of people across the UK and Asia Pacific region.  

 

The conference will include both in-person and livestream sessions. The in-person events are being 

attended by 200 invited senior leaders in the tertiary education sector from 20 countries and territories, 

representing over 140 organisations across Asia Pacific and the UK at Marina Bay Sands, Singapore. 

Senior education leaders globally can also attend key segments of the conference online by registering 

for live stream sessions until 28 November 2022.  

 

The conference will be opened by Maddalaine Ansell, Director of Education, British Council and 

attended by Sir Steve Smith, the UK Government’s International Education Champion. It will cover key 

themes including: The context for education in a changing world; Addressing gender gaps in higher 

education; Digital inclusion; How Higher Education Institutions can contribute to climate action, and 

many more.  

Key speakers at the conference will include recognised leaders in the global education sector including 

Dr Libing Wang, Chief of Section for Educational Innovation and Skills Development for UNESCO Asia 

Pacific; James Crabtree, Executive Director of the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS-

Asia); Rodora Turalde-Babaran, Director of Human Development at the Association of South East Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) Secretariat; and Md. Mokhlesur Rahman, Senior Operations Officer at The World 

Bank, among others.  

 

The United Kingdom is consistently ranked amongst the most popular destinations for higher education 

amongst students from across the Asia Pacific. Students from the region account for almost half of the 

UK’s 600,000 international students, including over 14,000 from Singapore alone. Some notable alumni 

from Singapore and the wider region include the current Prime Minister of Singapore, Lee Hsien Loong, 

the first female Prime Minister of India, Indira Gandhi and Pakistani female education activist and the 

youngest Nobel Prize laureate, Malala Yousafzai, to name a few. 

 

Maddalaine Ansell, Director of Education, British Council, said: “We are thrilled to be hosting our 

first regional Going Global conference in Singapore this year – at the same time as we celebrate the 

British Council’s 75th anniversary in the city-state – and focusing on the Asia Pacific region. We are 

looking forward to robust discussions on a range of topics including how to ensure that educating 

international students overseas also builds higher education capacity in sending countries, and that 

partnerships between countries are equitable and benefit everyone involved. For close to 20 years, 
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through our flagship Going Global conference the British Council has provided a strategic forum for 

leaders in international education to share knowledge and build global networks that shape the future 

of further and higher education across the world.”   

 

Lucy Watkins, Regional Director East Asia, British Council, added: “The UK Higher Education 

sector has strong historic and academic ties with institutions across the Asia Pacific, but the impact of 

Covid 19, environment concerns and the dramatic rise in the prominence of the sector across the region 

require innovative collaborations to match these new realities. The British Council supports the formation 

of new partnerships and collaboration across the Asia Pacific in the tertiary education sector and, 

through the development of new models that will be explored at the conference, also supports the 

region’s drive to internationalise at home and create more equitable opportunities for all students.” 

 

In addition to the various conference sessions and plenaries, there will be networking opportunities built 

into the agenda for in-person attendees, along with organised visits and in-person meetings with 

representatives from some of Singapore’s world class universities and polytechnics. 

 

The next international Going Global conference will be held towards the end of 2023. For more 

information on Going Global Asia Pacific 2022 please visit: https://www.britishcouncil.sg/events/going-

global-asia-pacific-conference-2022.  

 

For media inquiries, please contact: 

Zamira Yasmin Abdul Rahman 

Head of Communications, South-East Asia 

British Council 

Tel: +602 2723 7900 

Email: zamirayasmin.abdulrahman@britishcouncil.org  

 

For more information on the conference, please contact:  

Jeanne Leong 

Head of Marketing, Cultural Engagement, East Asia 

British Council 

Tel: +65 85119892 

Email: Jeanne.Leong@britishcouncil.org.sg  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BritishCouncilSingapore  

Twitter: @SGBritish  
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Notes to Editors 

 

Presentation slides and images from the Going Global Asia Pacific 2022 are available upon request. 

 

About the British Council 

The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational 

opportunities. We support peace and prosperity by building connections, understanding and trust 

between people in the UK and countries worldwide. We do this through our work in arts and culture, 

education and the English language. We work with people in over 200 countries and territories and are 

on the ground in more than 100 countries. In 2021–22 we reached 650 million people. 

www.britishcouncil.org 
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